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Last Branch Meeting  
 
Our hosts back in February were Prolec, represented by their Sales 
Development Executive, Gareth Evans, and their Business 
Development Manager, Gary Duffy. A very interesting presentation 
was given, plotting the company history from foundation in 1982, to 
present day activities and products within the machine control and 
senor technologies. 
 
Gareth provided the attendance with a good explanation of the 
Prolec range of equipment, covering weight/load monitoring from the 
Proload range, remote control and GPS of the Prograde range and 
the various sensors that give safety controls within the Prosafe 
range. All of these features, combine with both equipment savings 
and legislation to provide a complete package that is now being 
adopted by many OEM’s such as Sennebogen. 
 
All the attendees would like to express their thanks to both Gareth 
and Gary for providing a very interesting and informative evening. 
 

Behind Closed Doors  
 

A committee meeting was held on Monday 8th February, with 
finances covering the outstanding stag night tickets and 
advertisements. The arrangements for the next meeting were 
discussed and the meeting was closed.  
 
Institute of Materials, Minerals and Mining  
 

Following meetings will be held on:- 
 

25th March - “The condition assessment of pipelines” 
                         Neville Hall, Westgate Rd, Newcastle NE1 1SE 
Tea/Coffee - 17:30. 
Presentation - 18:00. 
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 A gritty solution for Germany’s winter road conditi ons  
 

Germany needs a well organized winter road service when it comes 
to keeping the traffic moving on snowy and icy roads. The lifeblood 
of this operation is the consistent supply of road salt for gritting. 
 

To ensure sufficient provisions are distributed and replenished 
‘intelligent inventory’ management of road salt is used. To provide 
this data has been integrated into a management system to 
optimize distribution and logistics processes. 
  

The result is an inventory management system called Salt Manager, 
which is based on a vendor management inventory (VMI) model. 
The system ensures demand-actuated replenishment of the user’s 
storehouses and silos. Salt suppliers and distributors monitor the 
stocks and co-ordinate deliveries to local councils as well as 
regional motorway maintenance authorities.  
 

The basic salt stockpile level data is provided by VEGA non-contact 
radar sensors that measure the levels in storage silos and 
storehouses to deliver the groundwork information needed for 
uninterrupted re-supply. Measured data is usually sent automatically 
via telemetry system and can be accessed via the Internet at any 
time. In addition to the data transfer to Salt Manager, the level can 
also be displayed locally on site with a module mounted at ground 
level that is weatherproof and backlit. 
 

Former Welsh Slate directors to repay £250,000  
 

A judge at Caernarfon Crown Court has ordered the confiscation of 
assets worth almost £250,000 from three former Welsh Slate 
directors under the Proceeds of Crime Act. Last September, former 
managing director Christopher Law was sent to prison for two-and-
a-half years for his part in a £10 million fraud involving the inflation 
of sales figures with false orders over a three-year period. 
 

Two of his colleagues, operations director Geraint Roberts and 
sales director Paul Harvey, were sentenced to 16 months and 10 
months, respectively, for their part in the deception, although both 
have since been released from custody. 
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After the fraud was discovered in 2007, Welsh Slate’s former parent 
company, Alfred McAlpine, suffered a £40 million dent in their profits 
and around 130 workers at the company’s quarries in Bethesda, 
Blaenau Ffestiniog and the Nantlle Valley lost their jobs. 
 

The court heard that the fraud was not designed to enrich the trio of 
executives directly, but to make their management of Welsh Slate 
appear more successful than it was. Nevertheless, Mr. Law was said 
to have benefited by £406,023 in bonuses and salaries as a result of 
the deception. He has been ordered to repay £186,914 within nine 
months or face a further 18 months in jail. 
 

Mr. Harvey was said to have benefited by £227,451 and will have to 
repay £38,685 within six months or face nine months in jail. He has 
also been ordered to pay £16,000 in defense costs within 12 months.  
 

Mr. Roberts, who was said to have benefited by £199,516, was given 
three months to repay £17,899 or face six months in jail. 
 

Judge Merfyn Hughes QC said that although the total sum of £243,499 
he had ordered to be repaid was less than a third of the amount 
earned through the three-year fraud, it was based on the three men’s 
available assets. 
 

Two Women from Ireland...  
 

Two women were sitting next to each other at a bar. After a while one 
looks at the other and says, 'I can't help but think, from listening to you, 
that you're from Ireland. The other woman responds proudly, 'Yes, I 
sure am!' 
 

The first one says, 'So am I! And where about in Ireland are ya from? 
The other woman answers, 'I'm from St. John's, I am.' 
  

The first one responds, 'So, am I!!  And what street did you live on?' 
The other woman says, 'A lovely little area it was in the west end. I 
lived on Warbury Street in the old central part of town.' 
 

The first one says, 'Faith and it's a small world. So did I!  So did I!  And 
what school did ya go to?' The other woman answers, 'Well now, I 
went to Holy Heart of Mary, of course.' 
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 The first one gets really excited and says, 'And so did I. Tell me, what 
year did you graduate?' The other woman answers, 'Well, now, let's 
see. I graduated in 1964.' 
  

The first woman exclaims, 'The Good Lord must be smiling down 
upon us! I can hardly believe our good luck at winding up in the same 
pub tonight.  Can you believe it, I graduated from Holy Heart of Mary 
in 1964 me self. 
  

About this time, Michael walks into the bar, sits down and orders a 
beer. Brian, the bartender, walks over to Michael, shaking his head 
and mutters, 'It's going to be a long night tonight.' Michael asks, 
' Why do you say that, Brian?' 
   

Brian answers, 'The Murphy twins are drunk again.' 
 

50 years of Caterpillar wheeled loaders  
 

Caterpillar is celebrating 50 years of wheeled loader manufacture. Its 
first production model - a 944 ‘Wheel Traxcavator' - was driven off the 
line at its plant in Aurora, Illinois, US in December 1959. 
 

This first model was what Caterpillar terms today a ‘medium' wheeled 
loader. It was fitted with a 1.5 m3 bucket and a 78 kW engine - 
customers had the choice of petrol or diesel. 
 

The 944 was joined in 1960 by the 60 kW 922 and 104 kW 966, which 
carried 0.92 and 2.1 m3 buckets respectively. Other features of the 
early machines included a powershift transmission with two forward 
and reverse speeds, offering a top reverse speed of 30 mph (48 km/h) 
 

According to the company, the machines were the culmination of a 
seven-year research & development programme. Caterpillar also says 
that it has sold more than 100,000 medium wheeled loaders over the 
last 50 years. 
 

Fluor consortium wins Scottish wind farm rights  
 

Seagreen Wind Energy, a Fluor and Scottish and Southern Energy plc 
joint venture has been awarded exclusive rights by The Crown Estate 
to develop 3,4 GW offshore wind farm in the Firth of Fourth, off the 
coast of Scotland. 
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The proposed site for the farm is located 22 km from the east coast of 
Scotland and covers an area of 2852 km2. Once constructed, the wind 
farm will almost double Scotland's entire existing renewable energy 
capability. 
 

Fluor does not anticipate booking the first project of this development 
into its order backlog before 2015. 
 

Eurovia to acquire Tarmac’s European quarry busines s  
 

Anglo American plc have agreed the sale of Tarmac’s construction 
aggregates businesses in France, Germany, Poland and the Czech 
Republic to Eurovia, a VINCI subsidiary and a European leader in the 
construction and maintenance of road and rail transport 
infrastructures.  
 

The Tarmac assets involved, which include approximately 100 
construction aggregate quarries with an annual output of around 30 
million tonnes, will increase Eurovia’s aggregate production by 40%.  
 

Eurovia say the acquisition of the Tarmac units will also expand their 
geographical presence in Europe and strengthen the company’s 
industrial capacity in countries where its road construction activity is 
growing strongly.  
 

In addition, the incorporation of the Tarmac sites will bolster vertical 
integration between Eurovia’s material production and construction 
business lines by ensuring better diversification of revenue as well as 
the supply of aggregates for their construction sites. 
  

With operations in 15 countries, Eurovia has 41,500 employees and 
generated revenue of €8 billion in 2009. Tarmac’s European 
aggregate quarries employ approximately 1,000 people and generate 
annual revenues of around €150 million. 
 

JCB and Volvo sign framework agreement  
 

JCB and Volvo Construction Equipment have entered into a 
framework agreement under which they will co-operate on the 
engineering and manufacturing of skid-steer loader and compact 
tracked loader products for distribution under their respective brands 
and through their respective global dealer networks. 
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 It is envisaged that the first mono-boom Volvo-branded machines 
will be in production at JCB’s Savannah, Georgia, facility by the end 
of 2010. Volvo Construction Equipment will then transition skid-steer 
loader models over time from their Pederneiras facility in Brazil. 
 

Morning Sex  
 

She was standing in the kitchen, preparing our usual soft-boiled 
eggs and toast for breakfast, wearing only the 'T' shirt that she 
normally slept in. 
 

As I walked in, almost awake, she turned to me and said softly," 
You've got to make love to me this very moment!" My eyes lit up and 
I thought, "I am either still dreaming or this is going to be my lucky 
day!" 
 

Not wanting to lose the moment, I embraced her and then gave it 
my all; right there on the kitchen, table. Afterwards she said, 
"Thanks," and returned to the stove, her T-shirt still around her 
neck. 
 

Happy, but a little puzzled, I asked, "What was that all about?” She 
explained, "The egg timer's broken." 
 

Lafarge Cement named 2009 Sustainability Champion  
 

Lafarge Cement UK have been named as British Precast’s 
Sustainability Champion for the second year running. The award 
recognizes the associate member who has achieved the most by 
supporting and investing in the UK precast concrete industry’s 
sustainability programme over the last 12 months. 
 

Lafarge Cement were commended for their achievements in 
reducing CO2 in the cement production process through their use of 
biomass alternative fuels and their Phoenix cement, which utilizes 
waste fly ash from the power industry. 
 

The company’s investment in reducing water consumption, its 
successful partnerships with stakeholders and local communities 
and its exemplary safety skills training programme were also praised 
by the judges for demonstrating Lafarge’s dedication to 
sustainability at all levels of the business. 
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This latest honour follows Lafarge Cement’s success in winning the 
2008 Sustainability Champion accolade for waste management, 
recycling and their sustainable supply chain initiatives. 
 

Goldhofer vessel bridge for wind turbines  
 

A new Goldhofer vessel bridge system for wind turbine transport has 
been developed in conjunction with a pair of Danish companies. 
 

Goldhofer manufactures specialized heavy transport equipment in 
Germany. Denmark-based Vestas Wind Systems is a leading wind 
turbine manufacturer while Torben Rafn & Co. is a veteran in the 
turbine haulage industry. 
 

The vessel bridge is designed for transporting the nacelle of the new 
Mk6 and Mk7 Vestas 2 MW turbines. Primary features of the new 
vessel bridge include neutral driveability, safety, simple operation, 
flexibility and economy, Goldhofer said. 
 

The vessel bridge can be used to transport other types of load, helping 
with the return on investment. "The bridge scores highly in terms of 
flexibility and economical operation. For example, payloads of up to 95 
tonnes can be realised in combination with a 10-axle heavy-duty 
module. That offers considerable options in terms of transportation", 
said Stefan Fuchs, Goldhofer CEO. 
 
Speedy re-rentals hits £25 million in sales  
 

Speedy Hire said its managed services division - which re-rents 
equipment from other rental companies - has reached the "landmark" 
revenue figure of £25 million. 
 
Speedy's multiple rental partners, which include aerial platform renter 
Lavendon, One Call Hire and Nixon Hire, supply equipment such as 
powered access, heavy equipment and waste management. 
 
Tom Gleeson, operations director, managed services at Speedy said; 
"Increasingly, customers are looking for consistency in the supply of 
plant and equipment and they expect the right equipment to always be 
available in the right quantities at the right time. 
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 Banks Mining appeal against surface mine decision  
 

BANKS Mining have submitted an appeal against the rejection of 
their plans for a new surface mine development at Newton Lane, to 
the east of Ledston village in Leeds. 
 

The company initially put forward proposals for the Newton Lane 
site to Leeds City Council at the end of 2006, but these were 
rejected by the Council’s planning committee in June 2009, despite 
being recommended for approval by the Council’s officers. 
 

Banks are hoping to mine approximately 875,000 tonnes of coal 
over a three-and-a-half-year period from the site, creating around 40 
local jobs in the process, as well as supporting many others in local 
supply chain businesses. 
 

Once mining is completed, full restoration of the site would lead to 
the creation of new footpaths and bridleways, new wetland adjacent 
to the RSPB’s Fairburn Ings Nature Reserve, and ecological and 
habitat improvements through an extension to Capon Hill Wood. 
 

No objections were received from any of the statutory consultees on 
the original proposal, which included DEFRA, English Heritage, the 
Environment Agency, Natural England, the RSPB and West 
Yorkshire Archaeology. 
 

Scouser wants a job.  
 

A Scouser walked into the local job centre, marched straight up to 
the counter and said 'Hi, I'm looking for a job.  
 

The man behind the counter replied 'Your timing is amazing. We've 
just got one in from a very wealthy man who wants a 
chauffeur/bodyguard for his nymphomaniac twin daughters. You'll 
have to drive around in a big black Mercedes and wear the uniform 
provided. The hours are a bit long but the meals are provided. You 
also have to escort the young ladies on their overseas holidays. The 
Salary package is £200,000 a year'. 
  

The Scouser said 'You're bullshitting me!' The man behind the 
counter said 'Well you started it!'  
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Hanson to supply materials for Weymouth Relief Road  
 

Hanson UK have secured the supply of core construction materials to 
Skanska Civil Engineering for the A354 Weymouth relief road in 
Dorset – the largest road-building project in southern England. 
 

The £87.4 million scheme will require over 200,000 tonnes of 
aggregate, 20,000 cubic metres of ready-mixed concrete and 80,000 
tonnes of asphalt. 
 

Construction of the new 7km single-carriageway relief road, which is 
due to open in Spring 2011, will include a new park and ride facility as 
well as cycleways and bridleways, nine new bridges and the removal 
of an existing hairpin bend. 
 

With sailing for the 2012 Olympics taking place at Weymouth and 
Portland, the new road will improve access as well as reducing journey 
times between Weymouth and Dorchester. 
 

Aggregates for the project will be supplied from Hanson’s West 
Knighton sand and gravel quarry, in Dorset, and Whatley limestone 
quarry in Somerset, which is also supplying the asphalt, while the 
concrete will come from local plants in Weymouth and Dorchester. 
 

Suspicious Object  
 

Police cordoned off Liverpool City Centre this morning when a 
suspicious object was discovered in a car.  
 

It later turned out to be a tax disc. 
 

One World Trade Center reaches 20th floor  
 

The Port Authority of New York has confirmed that steel works for One 
World Trade Center have reached the 20th storey and the tower now 
stands 61 m above ground level.  
 
One World Trade Center in New York, US is being built on the site of 
the World Trade Center twin towers which were destroyed in the 11 
September 2001 terrorist attacks. 
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 A Port Authority spokesman said, "To reach the 20th floor, DCM 
Erectors, the steel contractor for the project, has already erected 
some 7300 tonnes of structural steel. Currently, DCM is installing 16 
giant steel nodes on the twentieth floor, some of which stand three 
floors tall and weigh 159 tonnes." 
 

Since construction started in 2006 some 46000 m3 of concrete has 
been poured both above and below ground level. The Port Authority 
spokesperson said, "The above ground height is in addition to the 
18 m, or four floors, of the building below street level. These floors 
will house mechanical space, fuel storage, water tanks, parking, 
retail space and a lobby for the elevators that will serve the 
observation deck." 
 

"The initial 20 floors have required more complex construction due 
to their configuration and security," confirmed the spokesman. "The 
next 69 storeys will be standard office floors and will therefore be 
constructed at a much quicker rate. We are still scheduled for One 
World Trade Centre to be completed in 2013," he said. 
 

Shipwrecked.  
 

A Welshman was washed up on a beach after a terrible shipwreck. 
Only a sheep and a sheepdog were washed up with him. Looking 
around, he realised that they were stranded on a deserted island. 
 

After being there a while, he got into the habit of taking his two 
animal companions to the beach every evening to watch the sun 
set. One particular evening, the sky was a fiery red with beautiful 
cirrus clouds, the breeze was warm and gentle - a perfect night for 
romance. 
 

As they sat there, the sheep started looking better and better to the 
lonely Welshman. Soon, he leaned over to the sheep and put his 
arm around it. But the sheepdog, ever protective of the 
sheep, growled fiercely until the man took his arm from around the 
sheep. 
 

After that, the three of them continued to enjoy the sunsets together, 
but there was no more cuddling. 
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A few weeks passed by and, lo and behold, there was another 
shipwreck. 
 

The only survivor was a beautiful young woman, the most beautiful 
woman the man had ever seen. She was in a pretty bad way when he 
rescued her and he slowly nursed her back to health. 
 

When the young maiden was well enough, he introduced her to their 
evening beach ritual. It was another beautiful evening, red sky, cirrus 
clouds, a warm and gentle breeze - perfect for a night of romance. 
 

Pretty soon, the Welshman started to get "those feelings" again. He 
fought the urges as long as he could, but he finally gave in and, 
realising he now had the opportunity, leaned over to the young 
woman, cautiously, and whispered in her ear, "Would you mind taking 
the dog for a walk? 
 

US to invest $8 billion in high speed rail  
 

The US government has committed $8 billion from the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act for the development of high speed rail 
in the US. 
 

Secretary of transportation, Ray LaHood said, "With this historic 
investment by President Obama, we are jump-starting American high-
speed rail." 
 

The bulk of the funding will go to new, large-scale programmes. Mr. 
LaHood confirmed that $1.25 billion will be used to develop a 140 km 
long high speed rail corridor in Florida between Tampa and Orlando, 
while in California $2.25 billion will be invested in a 440 km link to 
connect Los Angeles and San Francisco. 
 

In addition to investment in 13 high speed rail corridors, grants have 
also been awarded for the improvement of existing rail lines, tunnels 
and bridges in 31 States as well as the District of Columbia. 
 

"We need an expansive, safe and energy efficient rail transportation 
network. We need to generate economic development. We need to 
reposition our infrastructure for the 21st century.” 
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 Scania to supply engines to Terex  
 

Swedish truck and bus manufacturers Scania have signed a long-
term agreement, commencing in 2011, to supply engines to 
construction and industrial equipment manufacturers Terex 
Corporation. Scania will supply the engines for some Terex vehicles 
and other heavy equipment manufactured and sold by the US-
based company. 
 

Commenting on the agreement, Jacob Thomas, senior vice-
president, product development, marketing, and Terex Business 
System, said: ‘Not being an engine manufacturer, Terex have the 
flexibility to choose the best technical solution for each of their 
product applications and do not have to select a one-size-fits-all 
approach.’ 
 

‘We can choose whatever engine technology is optimal for our 
product applications. Our approach is to look at what our end-users 
and dealers want in terms of purchase cost, operating costs, 
reliability, maintainability and product support.‘ 
 

‘Scania have the technological expertise and resources to meet our 
requirements in key product applications and has an outstanding 
reputation globally.’ 
 

Volvo gets orders for 102 excavators in China  
 

Following the first of a planned 1000 customer events and seminars 
in China this year, Volvo Construction Equipment landed orders for 
102 crawler excavators. 
 
The event was held at the company's Test and Technology Support 
Center in Shanghai, and was hosted by Shanxi Woyuan 
Construction Equipment (SXWY), Volvo's dealer for Shanxi 
Province in Northern China. 
 
According to Volvo, the orders resulting from the open day were for 
models ranging from its 21 tonne class EC210 to the 70 tonne 
EC700, with one customer ordering 10 machines. 
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First GTK1100 in Asia heads to wind farms  
 

The first Grove GTK1100 crane to arrive in Asia has completed its first 
tasks, helping to build major wind farm installations in Inner Mongolia, 
China. 
 

The crane's first job was to install two Shengguotongyuan 1.5 MW 
windmills with 77.5 m towers and turbines weighing 75 tonnes in 
Ganqika, Inner Mongolia. 
 

The GTK then traveled to the Zhurihe CHNG Wind Farm in late 
October, 100 km from Tong Liao City, where CPIE was contracted to 
install 90 wind turbines in a three-phase program, which was 
completed at the end of 2009. 
 

Phase 1 of the project, which ran from July to September, involved the 
GTK1100 and a number Grove GMK7450 all-terrain cranes. they 
installed 33 wind turbines with capacities of 1.5 MW. An additional 33 
windmills of 1.5 MW capacity were installed in Phase 2. All the 
turbines weighed 60 tonnes and had tower heights of 70 m. Phase 3, 
which started in late October, required the installation of 24 windmills 
with a 2 MW capacity. 
 

Postman Pat's Last Day  
 

It was Postman Pat's last day on the job after 35 years of carrying the 
mail through all kinds of weather to the same villages and towns in 
Greendale. 
 

When he arrived at the first house on his route, he was greeted by the 
whole family there, who all hugged and congratulated him and sent 
him on his way with a cheque for £50. 
 

At the second house they presented him an 18-carat gold watch. 
 

The folks at the third house handed him a bottle of 25-year old Scotch 
whisky. 
 

At the fourth house he was met at the door by a stunning blonde 
dressed only in her lingerie.  She took him by the arm and led him up 
the stairs to the bedroom where she blew his mind with the most 
passionate love he had ever experienced.  When they went 
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 downstairs, the blonde fixed him a full English breakfast: bacon, 
eggs, sausage & tomato with freshly-squeezed orange juice.  As 
she was pouring him a cup of steaming coffee, he noticed a £5 note 
sticking out from under the cup. 
 

"All this was just too wonderful for words," he said, "but what's the 
five quid for?" 
 

"Well," said the dumb blonde, "last night I told my husband that 
today would be your last day and that we should do something 
special for you.  I asked him what I should give you." 
 

"He said, 'f*** him. Give him a fiver.' " 
 

She smiled shyly and added, "the breakfast was my idea." 
 

Setting the record - CDi implodes Ocean Tower  
 

US contractor Controlled Demolition Inc set a new height record for 
an explosive demolition in December 2009, when it brought down 
the 116 m (380 ft) reinforced concrete Ocean Tower on South Padre 
Island in the Gulf of Mexico. 
 

Ocean Tower was intended to provide high end accommodation in 
the shape of 151 luxury apartments on South Padre Island. 
However, two years after construction began the building's 
foundations began to sink, resulting in the structure taking on a list 
and halting all further construction activities. In the end, the only 
decision left was for the structure to be demolished. 
 

Quick hitches - safe use through best practice  
 

The UK's Strategic Forum for Construction has produced a Best 
Practice Guide covering the safe use of quick hitches on hydraulic 
excavators, published by the Construction Plant-hire Association 
(CPA), which is available free of charge for download at 
www.cpa.uk.net/p/Quick-Hitches/. 
 

The guidance document is intended to provide information related to 
the safe use of quick hitches, including topics such as planning, 
equipment selection, training, safe use, maintenance inspection and 
examination. 
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Record-breaking deal for Finning  
 

Scottish Coal’s recent order for 10 Cat 785D off-highway trucks, 
together with a seven-year/36,000h equipment-support package, 
represents a total deal value of £23 million and takes the mining 
company’s investment with Finning on new equipment alone to over 
£45 million since the beginning of 2008. 
 

With the first of the new 785D’s set to be delivered to Broken Cross 
OCCS, in Ayrshire, Scottish Coal will become the first company in the 
UK to operate the new D-Series version of the highly successful Cat 
off-highway truck, which will increase their current hauling capacity to 
136 tonnes per load. 
 

Commenting on the deal with Finning, Scottish Coal’s managing 
director, Andrew Foster, said: ‘With the introduction of the new Cat 
785D’s, we are now well on the way to completing what is probably the 
most comprehensive fleet-renewal programme the mining industry in 
the UK has ever seen. 
 

Powered by the six-speed Cat 33512C HD engine, which produces 
1,450hp, the 250-tonne 785D trucks will be serviced and maintained 
by a dedicated team of Finning engineers who will operate from a new 
purpose-built workshop and parts facility at the Broken Cross site. 
 

Gary Agnew, Finning general sales manager, commented: ‘It’s over 15 
years since we last welcomed this size of truck into the UK and it 
underlines the improved outlook and the important role that coal 
production is playing in supporting the country’s energy requirements. 
It is really pleasing that the Cat 785D’s and Finning are now clearly 
seen as cornerstones in Scottish Coal’s plant and production strategy. 
 

Lee Group takes delivery of a Komatsu PC800-8LC  
 

UK contractor Lee Group has taken delivery of a £1 million, 45 m 
telescopic high reach produced by Kocurek, and the machine is now 
working on the demolition of a redundant acetate chemical plant in the 
city of Coventry. 
 

The new high reach is based around a Komatsu PC800-8LC carrier 
that has been fitted with a hydraulically extending and lengthened 
undercarriage and additional counter weighting for maximum stability. 
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 Volvo CE to market Blaw-Knox brand  
 

Volvo Construction Equipment and VT LeeBoy have finalized a 
strategic alliance agreement for LeeBoy to supply certain pavers 
and road wideners to Volvo dealers under the Blaw-Knox brand. 
LeeBoy will also take full responsibility for product support of these 
machines, including the existing field population. 
 

The equipment will be marketed under the Blaw-Knox brand under a 
five-year brand licensing agreement with Volvo CE and distributed 
through Volvo road machinery dealers, who will thereby maintain 
access to these models in order to continue serving their customers 
in a variety of road development operations. 
 

Volvo CE acquired the Blaw-Knox product line with their purchase of 
the Ingersoll Rand road machinery business in 2007. 
 

Production of upgraded and redesigned Blaw-Knox road wideners 
(models RW100 and RW195D) and pavers (models PF150 and 
PF161) is expected to begin within the next few months at the 
LeeBoy production facilities in Lincolnton, North Carolina. 
 

Stress relief -Award winning explosive demolition.  
 

Safedem took the 2009 Explosive Demolition Award for its work on 
the 12-storey Broomview House in the Scottish capital of Edinburgh, 
the first explosive demolition of a totally pre-stressed, post 
tensioned tower block structure in the UK. 
 

At 12 storeys in height, you might think that Broomview House in the 
Scottish capital of Edinburgh would have been demolished using 
one of today's ultra high reach demolition machines. However, the 
structure's complex configuration was highlighted by the client, City 
of Edinburgh, who had commissioned a detailed structural survey 
from specialists from the city's Herriot Watt University and structural 
engineers Grontmij. 
 

The long, narrow tower block had been designed to provide clear 
undercroft parking at ground level, with the thin concrete floors 
above being suspended from a folded plate diaphragm roof beam 
by a series of pre-stressed concrete hangers. 
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Structural investigations also revealed a number of variations from the 
construction drawings that included additional post tensioned, un-
bonded concrete members at roof level, which the reports concluded 
had been installed retrospectively in response to movements detected 
in the structure. 
 
In all, a total of 35 kg (77 lb) of explosives were used on the job, 
consisting of a total of 2,800 separate charges. 
 
Prior to the blast, over 300 households and six commercial properties 
were evacuated from the 200 m (656 ft) exclusion zone by Safedem's 
Community Liaison Team, including two fully occupied high rise blocks 
of flats. This evacuation was completed safely ahead of schedule and 
the final firing, and security checks were carried out in advance of 
initiation. The local High School was turned into an evacuation centre, 
where evacuees were able to ample a variety of refreshments during 
their short stay. 
 
Finning launch roller scrappage scheme  
 

With the Government car scrappage scheme coming to an end, 
Finning have launched an industry-first roller scrappage scheme as 
part of their ‘Lastability’ promise to save the plant sector £10 million in 
2010. 
 

Aimed at operators of non-Caterpillar 1.2m drum rollers between five 
and 10 years old, the roller scrappage Scheme provides a discount of 
up to £4,500 on the £14,500 purchase price of a Caterpillar CB24 
roller. 
 

Split into two categories, the scheme rewards customers depending on 
the age of their existing machines: 
 

 5–7 years old – £4,500 scrappage allowance  
 7–10 years old – £3,000 scrappage allowance  
  

As part of the scheme, Finning will also help customers finance the 
purchase of new machines with a special Cat Finance 2.55% APR 
deal. 
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Branch Officers & Committee 2009 – 2010  
 
Chairman 
David Ord 
Holystone Farm, Holystone 
Newcastle, NE27 0BZ. 
Tel. 0191 266 3681 (Home) 

 Committee Members 
Bill Hollywell 
2 Bracken Ridge, 
Burnopfield, NE16 6LH. 
Tel 0120 727 0979 (Home) 

Vice-Chairman 
Ray Legender 
6 HighfieldCourt, High Heworth, 
Gateshead, NE10 9LH 
Tel 0191 4380075 (Home) 

  
Ken Carr 
71 Northfield Drive, West Moor, 
Newcastle, NE12 7EE. 
Tel 0191 268 4944 (Home) 

Secretary 
Graham Carr 
71 Northfield Drive, West Moor, 
Newcastle, NE12 7EE. 
Tel 0191 268 4944 (Home) 
 

  
Rick Jensen 
15 Stratford Grove, Heaton, 
Newcastle, NE6 5AT. 
Tel 0191 265 1941 (Home) 

Treasurer 
Graham Carr 
71 Northfield Drive, West Moor, 
Newcastle, NE12 7EE. 
Tel 0191 268 4944 (Home) 
 

  
Martin Goddard 
99 Hutton Row, Westoe Crown 
Village, South Shields, NE33 3PB. 
Tel 0191 4560454 (Home) 

Social Secretary 
Graham Carr 
71 Northfield Drive, West Moor, 
Newcastle, NE12 7EE. 
Tel 0191 268 4944 (Home) 
 

  
Mike Larsen 
“Wondene”, Hamsterley, 
Newcastle, NE17 7PA 
Tel 01207 560818 (Home) 

Programme Secretary 
David Ord 
Holystone Farm, Holystone 
Newcastle, NE27 0BZ. 
Tel. 0191 266 3681 (Home) 

  
George Main 
“The Conifers”, Whitegates Drive, 
Hetton-le-Hole, DH5 0HE 
Tel 0191 5269623 (Home) 

N.C.R. 
Mark Smith 
167 Thorntons Close, Pelton, 
Chester-le-Street, DH2 1QH. 
Tel. 0191 3703182 (Home) 
 

  
John Allen 
Salop House, Low Westwood, 
Newcastle, NE17 7PZ 
Tel 01207 560929 (Home) 

Liaison Officer 
Graham Carr 
71 Northfield Drive, West Moor, 
Newcastle, NE12 7EE. 
Tel 0191 268 4944 (Home) 
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